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A House, a Mission 

Whenever we do the pilgrimage In the Footsteps of Rosalie we bring the participants to 

the places in Montreal where Rosalie lived. In 2016, Lise Bouchard of the CRCJ, with 

three other women lived a special encounter close to 1313 Wolfe St. It is important to 

know that this is the place where the Misericordia Sisters were founded, which at the time 

was known as the Sainte-Pélagie Hospice, and where today we find the Maison 

Jacqueline where we provide assistance to homeless women. While Madame Bouchard 

was telling the story of Rosalie in this place a woman came out of the building and joined 

the group. As soon as she saw the photo of Rosalie, Nadia, who is homeless, 

spontaneously said that she knew that woman, whom she identified as the good soul who 

lives on the 3rd floor of the house. Nadia also told them that it was because of this good 

soul that she stopped taking drugs.  

The pilgrims were taken aback by this revelation. According to Madame Bouchard, there 

was no doubt whatsoever that Nadia was telling the truth, she said her eyes shined like 

someone who had lived a spiritual experience.  

A few days later we mailed books about Rosalie to Nadia and to the director of the 

Maison Jacqueline of the organization La rue des Femmes. 

Not long after Madame Bouchard received a letter from the director telling her how 

happy she was to learn that in this very place we offered assistance to the women who 

were totally rejected by society of their time and that today we continue to be present to  

the most marginalized women of our time by offering them a place where they can feel  

welcome, secure, receive care and find someone to listen to them.  

That is how last June 21st we honored two special women, Rosalie Cadron-Jetté and 

Jacqueline Desmarais, who both contributed to ensuring the respect of the absolute right 

of every person : the right to dignity, justice, security and health. Two plaques were 

unveiled in honor of these two exceptional women. This recognition-event was called “At 

the heart of history: an address, a house ... a mission!” 

Jacqueline Desmarais, O.C., G.O.Q., Knight of the Legion of Honor and visionary 

philanthropist was a friend of La rue des Femmes, where this house of relational 

health-care bears her name. 

Martine Fradet  

 



La Rue des Femmes is a relational health care center dedicated to helping women who 

have nowhere to go, women in very difficult situations, women who have been deeply 

hurt, are suffering and generally homeless. By their unique approach based on the 

recognition of the person and healing of relational woundedness La Rue des Femmes 

offers the capacity to cure and prevent. La rue des Femmes is: over 1000 women cared 

for with compassion, 55 000 hours of professional support,  20 000 nights in one of the 

three shelters (Olga, Jacqueline et Dahlia) and 68 000 hot meals served in the morning 

and at night. For more information click here: http://laruedesfemmes.org.
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Sources: La rue des Femmes: https://www.newswire.ca/fr/news-releases/au-cur-de-lhistoire--une-

adresse-une-maison-une-mission-686197101.html; La Presse: https://www.lapresse.ca/affaires/tetes-
daffiche/201806/22/01-5186859-defense-des-droits-de-la-personne-deux-femmes-honorees.php. 
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